
The average U.S. student is taking 5+ years to complete a four-year 
bachelor's degree, which means more juggling, more stress, more 

time, more energy, more effort and MORE ONEY. Successfully  
launch to get accepted, navigate through, and transition into 

your work of choice in 4 years, so you can get on with 
what you're eager and ready to contribute.

WHAT
Make great impressions in person 

and online, but never compromise 

your authenticity and integrity in the 

process. Create a digital portfolio 

that reflects the essence of who you 

are and pay close attention to your 

social media reputation. Remember: 

the Internet is one BIG public record.

Have at least an opaque vision of 

who you are, how you want to show 

up in the world, what you want to 

contribute, and where and what you 

want. "I don't know" isn't an 

empowering answer when  

considering what you want. 

REMEMBER: you're the only 

YOU expert. 

WHO
Is college part of the equation to get 

where and what you really want? If it 

is, choose consciously. If it isn't, 

there are a host of other options 

available. Don't simply answer the 

cultural call or apply because it's 

expected; it's not only important to 

know what you want, know WHY. 

WHY

Where you go to college should be up 

to YOU and about YOU. Don't buy into 

the "best college" hype. Consider 

EVERYTHING you'll require and desire 

to flourish. If you are NOT committed, 

you'll screw up any opportunity. If you 

ARE committed, you'll make the best 

of every opportunity. 

WHERE

College costs are ridiculous. Take 

care to know all the expense details 

over four years - plan with the end in 

mind. Don't leave any opportunities 

on the table. APPLY, APPLY, APPLY 

EARLY for grants, scholarships, etc. 

Don't be lazy, procrastinate or 

underestimate what's available.  

HOW MUCHWHEN
Consider college when you're 

committed and ready to take full 

responsibility for your experience. 

Going right out of high school is right 

for some, not for all. Consider a gap 

year or two, work, travel , explore and 

be curious. If it's part of your 

equation, you'll know when it's time.

COMPLETE THE FAFSA
It's been reported that billions of dollars of free federal grant money have 

gone unclaimed due to incomplete applications and those who opted not to 

complete the application. EVERY student should prep prior to and complete 

the FAFSA. You never know what funding opportunities are available. You 

can't benefit if you don't apply. It's available October 1st. APPLY EARLY!!!

THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN 
PLANNING YOUR COLLEGE 

LAUNCH TO FINISH-N-4
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